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June 3, 2019 

 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th St SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WT Docket No. 19-71 

Proposed Expansion of Over-The-Air 

Reception Devices Rule 

 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

Ionia Unlimited, LLC is a wireless internet service provider (WISP) serving rural Ionia County, MI 

and surrounding areas. We support the proposed changes to the Commission’s Rule pertaining 

to Over-The-Air Reception Devices (OTARD Rule). 

 

Modifying the Rule to allow the placement of small broadcast devices at a customer’s property 

would allow WISPs to provide high speed broadband services to customers that currently can 

not be reached by other means due to terrain or vegetation. Zoning and landlord  restrictions 

prevent the installation of equipment that would allow the relay of fixed wireless signals to 

nearby residents.  

 

The proposed changes would improve the ability of service providers to provide affordable high 

speed internet access to a greater number of under-served customers. We hope that the 

Commission will take this step to help providers bring Rural America the connectivity they 

deserve. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith Merryfield and Adam Plett 

Owners of Ionia Unlimited, LLC 
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